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The Human Tissue Act requires that the disposal of stored organs and tissue is carried out in a dignified and respectful manner. This means that the minimum requirement is that human tissue should be disposed of in separate bags to other clinical waste.
The following procedure conforms to the ‘Policy for Disposal of Human Tissue Samples Collected for Research’, which is available at: http://www.hope-academic.org.uk/irr/hta/. It should be adopted for all research tissue (with the exception of small tissue fragments (<0.5g), bodily fluids and excreta), unless consent documentation indicates that disposal via the normal Trust waste disposal incineration route is unacceptable. If the consent (or other records) indicates that special disposal routes are required, then a previously agreed SOP should be approved by the Designated Individual and be followed. Additionally, if the sample represents an additional risk, for example due to the presence of hazardous chemicals or sharps, then a previously agreed special waste disposal procedures should be followed.
Procedure:
Relevant human tissue should be placed in a container, separate from other waste and double lined with yellow clinical waste disposal bags. Bags should not be filled to more than two-thirds capacity, before being lifted from the plastic container and sealed securely with biohazard tape. The bags should be clearly labelled with the details of the source (name, department and location).
Where the waste material that is not of a sensitive nature (e.g. identifiable body parts, organs, limbs) bags should be transported using a trolley designated for clinical waste to the nearest secure clinical waste store where they will be collected for incineration each day by authorised staff. 
Waste material of a sensitive nature should be taken at the earliest opportunity directly to the incinerator for incineration in person, with the prior agreement of the incinerator staff.

A record of the disposal of tissue must be kept, clearly identifying the sample, the reason for disposal as well as when and how it was disposed of.
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